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Despite her smiling, perky visage, singer songwriter Anna Wolfe and her band, The Hounds of Carlisle, play music that’s a far cry from the usual tentative, breathy vocals and tinkly guitar picking that one might associate with local chick musicians. The Albuquerque resident, who grew up in Ohio, takes more inspiration from Grace Slick than Joan Baez , and the result is confidant tough singing and playing that’s backed by arrangements of rootsy psychedelic folk-rock.
Wolfe’s latest recorded project, I Never Was Cool, is as much a demonstration of her versatile songwriting- which lends itself well to straightforward, melody driven improvisation- as it is a showcase of her soulful alto voice. Heavy on electric organ and light on the feminine fluff, Wolfe’s music is a breath of fresh air in a genre that’s too often perfumed with girly, eager-to-please sopranos.

